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going to have to have the same kind of
5 percent cut across the board. And
when we do that 6 percent to our budg-
et next year, it’s time to demand, after
we do it in the House, everybody else in
the Federal Government has to do it
too.

There’s so many other provisions
that have nothing to do with creating
jobs, and you can look at page 134 and
see that the President, who’s talked
about all these millionaires and bil-
lionaires need to pay their fair share,
even though we’re now approaching 50
percent of the country that will not
pay income tax.

If the President believes what he
says, Mr. Speaker, it is time to call the
bluff and say, all right, then let’s have
a flat tax, everybody pays the same
amount, it doesn’t matter if you’re an
ultra zillionaire, billionaire, if you’re
one of the poorer workers, everybody is
going to have an investment, as the
President likes to say in this govern-
ment, and that way they’ll have more
interest in what happens. They’ll have
more interest in seeing we don’t waste
so much money up here, and we can do
that.

This is why I'm sure, also, the Presi-
dent never read the bill that he de-
mands we pass, that I explained earlier,
why we know now neither the Presi-
dent nor Leader REID had any inten-
tion of this bill passing, so they didn’t
bother to meet the constitutional re-
quirements.

At page 135, the President’s bill de-
fines what he’s been calling a billion-
aire and a millionaire as a taxpayer
whose adjusted gross income is above,
C, $125,000 in the case of married filing
separately; 250,000 in the case of a joint
return. But if you’re a gay couple liv-
ing together, then you can be grateful
to the President because you can claim
$200,000 or $225,000 as your exemption
amount.

But even at that rate, I'm from East
Texas, and the public schools I went to
were awfully good, but they taught me
that when a number has six figures in
it, it isn’t a million and it isn’t a bil-
lion. So when the President’s bill says
$125,000 if you’re married, that’s the ex-
emption you’ve got before they start
slapping you with extra tax, and I
haven’t heard anybody else but me talk
about this, but down in subsection C on
page 135, not only does the President
not do away with the alternative min-
imum tax, as the title says there’s an
additional AMT amount in the Presi-
dent’s bill.

Now there’s a jobs bill. People you're
calling millionaires and billionaires
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and define it as somebody that makes
$125,000, you slap them with extra al-
ternative minimum tax, you take away
deductions.

I'm telling you, Mr. Speaker, it is
time that we had a flat tax across the
board. Everybody would pay their fair
share. And the more money you make
on a flat tax, the more money you’re
going to pay in.

I agree with Art Laffer, who was tell-
ing me, there is a strong justification
for two deductions only, the mortgage
interest deduction and charitable con-
tribution deduction. All the others go
away. Now that would be a fair tax. Ev-
erybody would pay their fair share.
And since the President’s not aware of
how o0il companies work, and since
they’ve spent more and more and more
money than ever in the Interior De-
partment budget to consider permits to
drill for oil or gas, we’ve gone from 140-
something permits that cost a whole
lot less to process to now processing
double-digit permits, we’re losing jobs.

I hear from people in the Gulf af-
fected by the Deepwater Horizon explo-
sion by the President’s good friends at
British Petroleum, who were all set to
endorse the President’s cap-and-trade
bill before the blowout, and then they
had to postpone that. But when you
eliminate deductions that only keep
independent oil companies alive, then
it affects the majors in only one way,
and that is you drive out all the inde-
pendent producers, the majors will be
able to charge more than ever, they’ll
make more profit than ever.

Mr. Speaker, how much time do I
have remaining?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Texas has 3 minutes re-
maining.

Mr. GOHMERT. Thank you,
Speaker.

In the few minutes I have left, with
so many wanting to destroy our way of
life, with so many out of work, such a
troubled time here, I want to finish my
time on the floor tonight by reading
the words of a man named Abraham
Lincoln. In 1851 he wrote to his step-
brother encouraging him about the last
illness of their father.

Lincoln said: ‘‘I sincerely hope father
may recover his health; but at all
events tell him to remember to call
upon and confide in our great and good
and merciful Maker, who will not turn
away from him in any extremity. He
notes the fall of a sparrow and numbers
the hairs of our head, and He will not
forget the dying man who puts his
trust in Him.”
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In 1858, Abraham Lincoln said: ‘“‘Our
reliance is in the love of liberty which
God has planted in us. Our defense is in
the spirit which prized liberty as the
heritage of all men, in all lands every-
where. Destroy this spirit and you have
planted the seeds of despotism at your
own doors. Familiarize yourselves with
the chains of bondage and you prepare
your own limbs to wear them. Accus-
tomed to trample on the rights of oth-
ers, you have lost the genius of your
own independence and become the fit
subjects of the first cunning tyrant
who rises among you.”’

And then finally this from his speech
in 1861, as he left Springfield, Illinois,
to head for Washington, and I close
with this, Mr. Speaker:

“I now leave, not knowing when or
whether ever I may return, with a task
before me greater than that which rest-
ed upon Washington. Without the as-
sistance of that Divine Being who ever
attended him, I cannot succeed. With
that assistance I cannot fail. Trusting
in Him who can go with me, and re-
main with you, and be everywhere for
good, let us confidently hope that all
will yet be well.”

It is with that faith in that same Di-
vine Being that I have hope for the fu-
ture, and with that, Mr. Speaker, I
yield back the balance of my time.

—————

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House,
reported and found truly enrolled bills
of the House of the following titles,
which were thereupon signed by the
Speaker:

H.R. 2944. An act to provide for the contin-
ued performance of the functions of the
United States Parole Commission, and for
other purposes.

H.R. 3078. An act to implement the United
States-Columbia Trade Promotion Agree-
ment.

H.R. 3079. An act to implement the United
States-Panama Trade Promotion Agree-
ment.

H.R. 3080. An act to implement the United
States-Korea Free Trade Agreement.

———————

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 9 o’clock and 59 minutes
p.m.), the House adjourned until to-
morrow, Friday, October 14, 2011, at 9
a.m.

EXPENDITURE REPORTS CONCERNING OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL

Reports concerning the foreign currencies and U.S. dollars utilized for Official Foreign Travel during the third quarter
of 2011 pursuant to Public Law 95-384 are as follows:
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